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[Abstract]

A Study on the Problems & Regulations regarding Substitute

Vehicle Driving Business

Kim, Nam-Hyeon

Substitutive Driver Program(SDP) refers to a transportation business that drives a
vehicle with its owner to the destination by the request of the owner who may not be
able to drive safely himself/herself due to the reasons such as alcohol consumption
and the likes.

SDP have become a booming business in Korea because it prevents drunken driving
from occurrings and helps its customers to use their vehicles the next day. It has
been established as a new type of business providing services since year 2000 for its
nationwide popularity.

Recently, though, there has been a lot of problems including violation of traffic law,
driving without insurance, use of inexperienced, first-time driver for fierce competitions
among no less than 8,000 SDP companies in the business. As a result, indirect victims
like taxi companies, citizens, and mass-media stepped in and requested a legislation to

impose strict regulation on the business.

For the proper regulation of the SDP, National Police Agency(NPA) and the Ministry
of Construction and Transportation(MCT) should cooperate to proceed special
legislation that describes requirements of SDP and its drivers, mandatory insurance
policy, criminal penalty as well as administrative disciplines in case of delinquent
behaviors.

On the other hand, we need short-term policies as well because the special
legislation will take a while and there will be people who suffer from such an
unlawful business operations.

For example, first, we need to regulate false or exaggerated commercial disguising

a company without insurance as a company with proper insurance protection.
Second, NPA and MCT should do a complete and accurate study of current SDP
market situations. Third, we need to support the efforts of SDPs themselves to

normalizing their business by allowing some of good voluntary organizations among
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SDPs to become a corporation aggregate. Fourth, NPA and MCT together should
implement administrative directions to the SDP companies by making "The Guidance
and Recommendations for normalization of SDP business.” Also, citizens should choose
right SDP after considering the reliability and safety of the SDP companies rather
than cheap costs alone.

It is my wish to see SDPs operating in Korea become a new type of safe

transportation business by implementing these measures in earliest possible time.
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